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Group Riding

As performed by the Cajun
Chapter 1681



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. Introduce yourself and greet the attendees.


Riders’ Meeting
Hand Signals
Riding in Formation

Keeping the Group
Together

ntersections
Parking
nterstates &
-reeways

Passing
_eaving the Group

Roadside
Emergencies

Separated from
Group

Roadway Hazards

Environmental
Hazards



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Give a brief overview of the presentation and topics to be covered. 

 If anyone has questions as we go; raise your hand.


 Meeting 30 minutes before the ride
 Road captain hands out routes/ maps
 Reviews Hand Signals that will be used

e If the group Is large:

— Divides into smaller groups, max. 7 bikes
each

— Selects road captains & sweeps for each
group


Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. The road captain will review the route and note fuel/ rest stops along the way.  

2.Outlines how the group/ groups will form – based on the number of bikes.  

3. Designates the assembly area – sends the Road Captains to the head of each group.

4. Designate a lead and sweep bike for each group – these should be qualified Road Captains.  I

5. If there is not enough Road Captains then the most experienced riders will be appointed lead and sweep.




 Road Captain reviews all hand signals
 Emphasis on the most common ones



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. Go over common hand signals: Single file, Double file, Slow down, Speed-up, Take the lead, etc.


Stop - arm extended straight down, palm  |Single File - anm and mdex bnger extend- | Turn Signal On - open and close hand
facing back od straght up with fingers and thumb extended

_ " - i o :
Slow Down - amm extended straight out, |Double File - arm with mdex and middle | Fuel - anm out to side pointing to tank with
: o o] pe g
palm facing down finger extended straght up finger extended

Speed Up -arm extended straight oul, Hazard in Roadway - on the nght, Refreshment Stop - fingers closed,
palm facing up point with nght toot; on the ‘eft, pomt thumb to mouth
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review and demonstrate hand signals.

Use an assistant to demo while you explain.  

Assistant should be facing away from the audience like he/she was on the bike.


You Lead/Come - anm etended upward 4
degrees, paf'n forward pointing with index
‘lngcr mn:m arc from back to front

Follow Me - arm ealerded straight up
from shouldey, palin forward

Highbeam - tap on top of helmet with
open palm down

Pull OfF - arm positioned as for right turn,
forearm swurg toward shoulder

Comlort Stop - foreann extended, fist

denched with short up and down motion



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. Same as previous slide.


* Bikes ride In staggered formation
 Observe 2 second rule

« Keep the formation close to prevent cars
from cutting In

* Inclement weather open the formation —
ride Iin your comfort zone

e Single file on curves, narrow roads, poor


Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. Reminder: Only the lead rider and sweep keep the road lights on – all others turn them off and leave your headlights on.

2. Rainy conditions and night time open up the formation.  

3. It is important to keep each group of bikes formation tight to prevent cars from cutting in. 

4. Space is maintained between groups should cars need to enter your lane of travel.

5. Most of all ride in your comfort zone.  Don’t be afraid to tell the Road Captain or sweep if you feel uncomfortable in the middle of the group.  They will accommodate you at the front or rear depending on conditions..




2 SECONDS



Presenter
Presentation Notes
1. This is the preferred, staggered formation noting the time interval between bikes.

2. Remember the ideal group is 5 to 7 bikes

3. Note: Bikes do not ride side by side, always keep the formation staggered

4. It is permissible to pull up side by side at intersections, lights, stop signs, etc. 






* Lead rider and Sweep rider keep the
group together

* Inexperienced or new riders, where to put
them — Front or Back of the formation

e Check you rearview mirrors frequently

Do not drop or lag behind the rider in front
of you


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss the location of new riders within the formation.  The final choice lies with the lead rider.

Discuss the yo-yo effect if you lag behind

If a rider lags behind or does not maintain formation the lead or sweep rider reviews proper formation riding at the next rest stop.




This Is the area of highest risk
Approach all intersections with caution
Make your turns single file

Don’t rush a red light or 4-way stop

You will be able to catch up with the group
If you get caught at an intersection

The rules of the road apply even when



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most important thing – rules of the road apply at all intersections. No matter how large or small the group unless the ride is escorted.

Obey the traffic signs/ signals, always.

Turns should be made single file 

If you get caught at a light or in an intersection you can always catch up at the next stop or before.  


 Park as a group wherever possible

* Try to park where you can pull through

« Avoid parking downhill or head-in

« Always exit a parking area single file

* Be alert when merging/ moving into traffic



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Try to park to keep your group intact.  

Road Captain first then the other bikes in the same order as the riding formation.  That makes it easier when exiting.

Park where you can pull through whenever possible.


* Enter the Iinterstate in single file

 Form up into a staggered formation after
safely merging onto the highway

« Be careful and watchful of cars entering
your formation

e Maintain a space cushion
o Exit the interstate in single file formation


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enter highways single file, after you have cleared the lane 

Be sure you have your turn signal on or give the hand signal indicating merging when entering the highway.

Move back into a staggered formation after entering the highway. 

If you enter the highway near an off ramp be very careful and alert for cars cutting in front of you.

Maintain the normal space cushion between groups.

When exiting the freeway do it in single file with your turn signal on.


Pass one at a time on two lane roads

— Lead rider passes first then pulls in, staying in the left lane
position and maintaining passing speed

— Second rider and so on pass only when they can clear the
roadway
— The following riders fall back into position in the formation

On interstates/ freeways
— Lead rider signals to pass
— Sweep rider moves over and takes charge of the lane
— The other riders mover over only after the lead rider moves over



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Passing on two lane roads is done one at a time; the lead rider first, followed by the second rider and so on.

Riders assume the same position after passing.

On freeways, the Road Captain signals to pass by using his/her turn signal or hand signal.

The sweep bike then moves over and takes control of the lane

All bikes maintain their position until the lead rider moves over.

After the sweep rider clears traffic, after passing he/ she moves over first.

After the Road Captain sees that the sweep is over he signals the group and all move over.


* Notify the leader beforehand
 The group adjusts after you exit
* Riders change position as necessary



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you know you are leaving the group notify the leader or sweep rider beforehand.

The group adjusts with riders moving up to take over the vacated position.


* Following riders stop including sweep rider

e Riders ahead of the incident continues on
to the next stop

 The sweep rider should assess the
situation and If a delay Is apparent sends
one rider ahead to meet the group at the
next scheduled stop

e |f medical assistance Is hecessary the



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a rider has to stop because of mechanical or medical issues all riders following will also stop.

The sweep rider will assess the situation and decide the best course of action.

If it is apparent the delay will be lengthy he can elect to send one rider forward to rejoin the group and aprise them of the situation.

The sweep stays with the rider until help arrives or other decisions are made.




e Don’t panic
* Proceed to the regrouping area / next
scheduled stop

e Or you can call the contact person/ road
captain for your group f



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Road Captain, in his briefing, will outline travel plans, stops, etc.

Should you get separated proceed to the next scheduled stop.

Make notes during the pre-ride briefing as to what roads will be used – there may not be enough maps/routes to go around.

4. Get the cell phone number of the Road Captain or someone else in the group.




* \When riding In construction zones slow
down, ride single file, increase space
cushion

o Watch the lead rider for hand signals

 Ride smooth, avoid sudden changes in
speed or direction



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Title says it all.

Always be alert to road conditions.

Scan the shoulders of the road for possible hazards, animals grazing, dogs running, cattle, etc.

Slow down accordingly – if group riding follow the Road Captains signals.




N\
Riding into the sun can be hazardous

The glare from the sun makes it difficult for all
motorists to be seen

If you must ride into the sun reduce your speed
and increase your space cushion

Be sure all lights are working for night riding
Slow down and increase space cushion
Either condition above makes it more difficult to



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rain, wind, sun, darkness – all environmental conditions to be dealt with.

We must remain visible to other motorists at all times.

Bright sunshine can blind oncoming vehicles as well as us, be extra cautious.

For night riding, increase your space cushion and slow down..  Needless to say be sure all your lights are working.

Rain – slippery roads, hydroplaning, etc. slow down, be alert, and extra careful. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
That’s it in a nutshell.

Always remember, Ride Safe, Be Alert

In the outside world we are the little people, so remain visible at all times, do not take risks – drive defensively.

We love Motorcycling so lets go HAVE FUN
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